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Junior High School Number Four
Will Open in September

When the Junior School Number Four opens in September 1926, the organization known as the six-six plan, that is six years of elementary and six years of secondary education, will be completed. For the first time in the history of the public schools of Trenton all of the seventh, eighth and ninth grades called the Junior High School will be housed in buildings separate from the Elementary and Senior High School.

Junior School Number Four is located on Dayton Street. The lot, which is approximately eight acres and cost $59,986.97, is large enough to provide for future expansion and adequate playground. The building is 385’ wide by 334’ long. The exterior construction is brick with cast stone trim, while the interior is brick and re-enforced concrete. The building is fireproof throughout. The cost of the structure is $1,318,537.00, and the equipment represents an investment of approximately $172,071.61. Ernest Sibley of Palisades, New Jersey, designer of Junior High School Number Three, is the architect and William A. Klemann, of this city, the associate architect. The general contractor for the erection of the school was awarded to the Jas. H. Morris Company of this city.

The capacity of the building is 2200. The enrollment of Junior High School Number Four pupils for the coming year is 1860. Of these, 754 are 7th grade, 652 are 8th grade, and 454 are 9th grade. Due to the overcrowded condition in the elementary schools of the City, and in order to eliminate part time classes, it has been found necessary to temporarily assign seven elementary classes, composed of about 250 pupils, to Junior School Number Four next school year, making a total enrollment of 2118 pupils.

The Junior High School Number Four organization consists of 48 classes, averaging about 38 pupils to a class. Of these classes, 20 are seventh grades, 16 are eighth grades, and 12 are 9th grades. The teacher organization which will instruct this large group of Junior High School pupils consists of 18 men and 47 women teachers. Including the seven elementary teachers the Junior Four organization registers 72 teachers, two building supervisors (one man and one woman), and a principal. A special librarian, auditorium teacher, and two special coach teachers are listed among the group. The principal of the Junior Number Four will be Miss Grace A. Dunn, who is now Principal of Junior High Number Two.

All of the rooms in the building will be in use all the time, including the Auditorium, library, and shops. A cafeteria, with a capacity of 500, takes care of a real need in the school due to the fact that the majority of Junior High School pupils come from a distance and are forced to remain in school for lunch. The auditorium, with a seating capacity of 1200, and with possibilities for large community gatherings, is a decided asset to the city at large, as well as to the school children.

The program of studies in the seventh and eighth grades emphasizes the so-called "tool" subjects, and the major part of the seventh and eighth grade pupils’ school time is given to English, Penmanship, Mathematics, History, and Geography. A choice of curricula is allowed in the ninth year. The ninth grade pupils may choose the academic or college preparatory, the commercial or business, or the practical arts or industrial, but in all three of these different curricula, decided emphasis is placed on English and Mathematics.

In addition to the teaching of fundamental subjects, the program of studies of the Junior High School aims to provide the pupil with experience in self-reliance and self-expression.

The Junior High School Number Four is so equipped and so organized that the needs of early adolescents can be adequately met.
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