TRENTON BOARD OF EDUCATION

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

BOARD 
CONFERENCE MEETING 

Tuesday – October 13, 2009 – 6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES


Completed October 15, 2009
Convened at 6:30 P.M.
Call to Order

Dr. Diane Campbell, President, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  In the absence of a quorum, the formal portion of the meeting was delayed.

Pledge of Allegiance

Dr. Diane Campbell, President, led the salute to the flag.
PRESENTATION – DR. LUCY GUZMAN 
Dr. Campbell presented former Board Member Dr. Lucy Guzman with a resolution expressing the Board’s appreciation for all her past contributions:
Whereas:
Dr. Lucy Guzman, Assistant Pastor of Living Hope Church and district parent, was appointed to the Trenton Board of Education in January 2006; and
Whereas:
Dr. Guzman served with distinction as Chair of the Curriculum Committee and as a member of the Student Services Committee, Grievance Committee, alternate representative for the New Jersey School Boards Association Urban Board and an alternate member of the Board of School Estimate; and
Whereas:
The Trenton Board of Education will greatly miss Dr. Guzman’s insight and support and her contribution as a colleague; now be it
Resolved:
At the Regular Board Meeting of September 29, 2009, the Trenton Board of Education will express appreciation for Dr. Guzman’s contribution to the Board and the Trenton Public Schools community, and extends every good wish for her future endeavors.

Dr. Guzman thanked Dr. Campbell and the entire Board, and she stated that her commitment to the children of Trenton remains strong.  She will continue to be involved at the school level.  Dr. Guzman thanked members of Administration, her husband and the Mayor of Trenton for all their support during her time on the Board.
Roll Call for Quorum

Present:

Alexander Brown

Elizabeth Johnson

Harry Luna – arrived 6:51 p.m.
Donald O. Shelton
Marcellus Smith – arrived 6:40 p.m.
L. Diane Campbell

Excused Absent:
T. Missy Balmir

Nicola Tatum 
Superintendent of Schools - Rodney Lofton - Present

New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Jayne Howard, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
The New Jersey Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advanced notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted on.

On the rules of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting by publicizing the date, time and place, therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Anyone whose name is on the mailing list should receive a notice.

Formal action will take place at this meeting.

Adoption Of Agenda
President Campbell added the Resolution for Dr. Lucy Guzman to tonight’s agenda for Board action.  Additionally, the presentations on Principal Leadership and the Proposed Transportation Tiering Plan were tabled to the October 26, 2009 Regular Board Meeting.  Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to adopt tonight’s agenda with the changes noted.
Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Smith to adopt the agenda.

Agenda was adopted by all Board Members present. 
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
T. Missy Balmir
absent
Alexander Brown
  X

Elizabeth Johnson
  X

Harry Luna

 not present for vote
Donald O. Shelton 
  X
Marcellus Smith
  X
Nicola Tatum 
absent
L. Diane Campbell 
  X

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion by Mr. Smith and properly seconded to adjourn the meeting into Executive Session.  All were in favor 0 opposed 0 abstentions.
Dr. Campbell read the Executive Session Resolution:

WHEREAS,
The Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning personnel matters, negotiations, and legal matters;

WHEREAS,
The aforesaid subjects are not appropriate subjects to be discussed in public meeting; and,

WHEREAS, 
The aforesaid subjects to be discussed are within the exemptions which are permitted to be discussed and acted upon in closed executive session pursuant to P.L. 1975, Chapter 231, it is therefore

RESOLVED,
That the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in closed executive session by this Board and administrative staff at the conclusion of the public segment of this meeting, and information pertaining thereto will be made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for nondisclosure no longer exist.
ADJOURN  6:50 p.m.



REOPEN PUBLIC MEETING

Open Public Meeting reconvened at 7:20 p.m.











PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public wishing to address the Board.
PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD
Board Attorney Rocky Peterson gave a presentation on the Board Member Code of Ethics (handout attached).  Board Members received clarification on dealing with staff, visiting the schools and the nepotism policy.
Presentations on the Electronic Violence, Vandalism and Substance Abuse Report (EVVR) and Monthly Attendance (Truancy Report) were introduced by Dr. Carolyn Gibson, Assistant Superintendent for School Based Operations (handouts attached).  Chief Howard White, Director of School Safety and Security, discussed the EVVR.  Board Members inquired about procedures for determining when a police report is warranted, ensuring the accuracy of reporting incidents, diligence in dealing with gang activity, tracking the age of offenders and steps taken to decrease the number of incidents.  Mr. Bill Young, Coordinator of School Support Service, discussed the Truancy Report.  Board Members asked about the intake process for truant students, services for charter school students and tracking student progress upon return to the classroom.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REMARKS
No remarks at this time.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Dr. Campbell stated that Dr. Samuel Stewart, Executive County Superintendent, has invited all Board Members to attend the County Board of Education Meeting on Thursday, October 15 at 6:00 p.m. at Rider University.
CONSENT AGENDA


Meeting Minutes:
Board Conference & Executive Session Minutes for September 14, 2009

Board Regular & Executive Session Minutes for September 29, 2009

No questions or comments at this time.
Superintendent’s Recommendations:

Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment & Student Services (1)
Human Resources (2)
Finance & Facilities (3)
No questions or comments at this time.


Board Committee Reports:

Curriculum, Ms. Johnson, 9/10/09

Finance, Mr. Brown, 10/7/09 

Human Resources, Dr. Campbell, 9/11/09, 10/5/09

No questions or comments at this time.

BOARD ACTION
Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to approve the Resolution for Dr. Lucy Guzman.
Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Luna to approve the Resolution for Dr. Lucy Guzman.  Resolution for Dr. Lucy Guzman was approved by all Board Members present. 
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
T. Missy Balmir
absent
Alexander Brown
  X

Elizabeth Johnson
  X

Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
  X
Marcellus Smith
  X
Nicola Tatum 
 absent
L. Diane Campbell 
  X
Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to approve the following Action Items from the Human Resources agenda:  

· Item F1 – Appointment of Ms. Gonzalez
· Items I1 through I6 – Re-Hires from the Re-call List
· Item L1 – Involuntary Transfers

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Brown to approve the Human Resources Action Items.  Human Resources Action Items were approved by all Board Members present. 
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
T. Missy Balmir
absent
Alexander Brown
  X

Elizabeth Johnson
  X

Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
  X
Marcellus Smith
  X
Nicola Tatum 
 absent
L. Diane Campbell 
  X
2.  HUMAN RESOURCES
f.  Appointment(s)

BE IT RESOLVED that the Trenton Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, approve the following appointments:

1.
Ms. Rosa Gonzalez - Per Diem Health Processor - Office of Special Services, at the rate of 


$30.00 per hour, 19 hour per week, effective October 14, 2009 through June 30, 2010.     

 (20-512-200-110-0009-10-56)   NOTE: Not to exceed $25,000 Total.
i.     Re-Hires – From the Re-call List

BE IT RESOLVED that the Trenton Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, approve to the following re-appointments:
1.
Mr. Abdullah Sabree – Security Officer – Stokes Elementary School, at the salary of 

    
$24,398 Step 2, effective October 16, 2009 through June 30, 2010, pro-rated.


(15-000-266-110-0001-00-29)



2.
Ms. Jacqueline Henderson– Security Officer – Columbus Elementary School, at the salary of     $24,398 Step 2, effective October 16, 2009 through June 30, 2010, pro-rated.                      


(15-000-266-110-0001-00-17)




3.
Mr. Raymond Ransom – Security Officer – Hedgepeth/Williams School, at the salary of     



$24,398 Step 2, effective October 16, 2009 through June 30, 2010, pro-rated.                      




(15-000-266-110-0001-00-08)




4.

Ms. Sharee Stevens  – Interim Custodian – Commissary, at the salary of $35,869, Step 5,        effective October 16, 2009 through June 30, 2010.      (11-000-262-110-0000-52-61)    
                         5.    Mr. Gregory Reed  – Interim Heavy Cleaner – Kilmer Elementary School, at the salary of $35,308, Step 5, effective October 16, 2009 through June 30, 2010.   (11-000-262-110-0000-52-61)                                                       




                         6.    Mr. Geary Jefferson  – Interim Heavy Cleaner – Wilson Elementary School, at the salary of $35,308, Step 5, effective October 16, 2009 through June 30, 2010.    (11-000-262-110-0000-52-61)                                                         



l.      Transfer(s) -  Involuntary
BE IT RESOLVED that the Trenton Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, approve the following involuntary transfers : 
1.

Involuntary transfers effective October 5, 2009 through June 30, 2010.

	NAME
	TITLE
	OLD
 LOCATION
	NEW 

 LOCATION

	Mr. James Jones
	Computer Teacher
	Jefferson 
	Dunn Middle

	Dr. Margaret Ioffee
	Science Teacher
	TCHS-West
	TCHS-Main


BOARD SECRETARY’S AND TREASURER’S REPORT TO

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, DISTRICT OF TRENTON

· Board Secretary’s Report, August 31, 2009

· Board Treasurer’s Report, August 31, 2009

Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to accept the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports.  Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Ms. Johnson to accept the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports.  Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were accepted by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
T. Missy Balmir
absent
Alexander Brown
  X


Elizabeth Johnson
  X


Harry Luna
   
  X

Donald O. Shelton
  X

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
absent
L. Diane Campbell
  X

Dr. Campbell noted a correction to the agendas for October 13 and October 26.  Mr. Marcellus Smith is now the Chair of the Curriculum Committee, per Dr. Alma Salter.

Motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

ADJOURN 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted
Jayne S. Howard
Jayne S. Howard
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
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