TRENTON BOARD OF EDUCATION

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

BOARD REGULAR MEETING 

Monday – March 31, 2008 - 7:00 P.M. 
MINUTES


Convened at 7:00 P.M.
Call to Order

Dr. Diane Campbell, Vice President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Dr. Diane Campbell, Vice President, led the salute to the flag.

Roll Call
Present:

Alexander Brown
L. Diane Campbell
Lucy Guzman
Harry Luna

Marcellus Smith
Nicola Tatum 
Excused Absent:
Donald O. Shelton
Joyce M. Kersey
Superintendent of Schools - Rodney Lofton - Present

New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Patricia McNeal-Rhoden, Assistant Board Secretary 
The New Jersey Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advanced notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted on.

On the rules of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting by publicizing the date, time and place, therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Anyone who has their name on the mailing list should receive a notice.

Formal action will take place at this meeting.
Adoption Of Agenda
Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Dr. Guzman to adopt the agenda.

Agenda was adopted by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X
L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent
Marcellus Smith
  X
Nicola Tatum 
  X
Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent
Dr. Campbell stated there were several revisions to the agenda and asked for a motion to rescind the adoption of the agenda.

        Motion by Dr. Guzman and seconded by Mr. Brown to rescind the adoption of the agenda.  Rescind Adoption of the Agenda was approved by all Board Members present.  
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
  X

Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent

Dr. Campbell advised Board Members to pull Item 14a from the Human Resources Instructional Agenda, approval of the interim appointment of Ms. Robinson-Logan from the position of Assistant Director Special Education to the position of Interim Director of Special Education.
Dr. Campbell advised Board Members to pull the following items from the Finance Agenda:

· Item 10a – approval of an RFP Award to provide assistance in the area of establishing male academy programs for the 2007-2008 school year

· Item 10b – approval of an RFP Award to provide assistance in the area of establishing a truancy prevention program for the 2007-2008 school year
Dr. Campbell advised Board Members to table Policy 5133, School Standard Uniform Policy, because it was in incomplete form. The first reading of this policy will be done in April.
Dr. Campbell advised Board Members to add to the Agenda the Rescinding of the Resolution for the Black and White Parental Oscar Ball, previously approved in February 2008.
Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to approve the Revised Agenda.
Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Dr. Guzman to adopt the agenda with the stated changes.  Agenda was adopted by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
  X

Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr. George Zofchak, a former teacher at Daylight/Twilight, expressed his concerns about that school’s administration.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REMARKS
Mr. Lofton reported that the TCHS Applied Engineering Academy participated in the Robotics Competition at the Sovereign Bank Arena.  They took first place in the New Jersey Regional event.  Students were also featured in a segment on NJN Television News, speaking about their project and their participation in the competition.
The Lady Tornados basketball team at TCHS had a tremendous season, culminating in winning the title of New Jersey Group IV basketball champions for the second year in a row.  They also played a great game at the Izod Center in the Meadowlands and were runners-up to the New Jersey State Tournament of Champions.

Mr. Lofton said that he and his Special Assistant, Ms. Kathleen Smallwood-Johnson, will be working together on fine-tuning the TCHS Marching Band.
The TCHS Visual and Performing Arts Academy presented a spectacular performance of the stage play The Wiz.  Mr. Lofton said this further illustrates the talent of Trenton students. 

Student artwork from Grant Elementary School is displayed on the second and third floors of the Central Services Building.  Additional art is displayed at the downtown Trenton Post Office.

On Saturday, April 5, 2008, Mind Your Own Business is having a market fair from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at P.J. Hill School.  This fair is to showcase the work of 200 P.J. Hill students.

On Wednesday, April 16, 2008, the Trenton Public Education Foundation will be hosting an annual fundraiser from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  For additional information call 777-5663 or email info@tpef.org.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Mr. Brown reported on the mandatory New Board Member Orientation Training he attended along with Ms. Tatum on March 1, 2008.  He felt it was a good session that covered everything involving the New Jersey School Boards Association.  The NJSBA offers many services on many issues such as school law, board policy, board role, fiscal management, curriculum, student achievement levels, labor relations, superintendent’s evaluation and legislation.  Mr. Brown felt the day, while long, was very productive and worthwhile.  He submitted a report on the conference (copy attached).
Dr. Guzman congratulated everyone who was involved in the production of The Wiz – students, production crew, faculty advisor, Principal Earle, etc.  She went to the Saturday matinee and thoroughly enjoyed the talented actors and singers.  

BOARD APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Meeting Minutes:

February 8 & 9, 2008 Special Board Meeting


February 11, 2008 Board Conference and Executive Session 


February 25, 2008 Regular Board Meeting
Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Smith to approve the Meeting Minutes.  Meeting Minutes were approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
  X

Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent

Superintendent’s Recommendations:

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment – Attachment A
Human Resources – Attachment B

Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects – Attachment C 
Student Services – Attachment D
Dr. Campbell wished to ensure that Board Members were clear on Item 14a to be pulled.  Item 14a is on the Human Resources Instructional Agenda, not the Student Services Agenda.
Motion by Ms. Tatum and seconded by Dr. Guzman to approve the Consent Agenda.  Consent Agenda was approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
  X

Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
Buildings and Grounds – A. Brown, 2/13/08

Curriculum – Dr. Guzman, 2/8/08

Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects – Dr. Campbell, 2/25/08

Human Resources – J. Kersey, 2/25/08
Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Dr. Guzman to approve the Board Committee Reports.  Board Committee Reports were approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
  X

Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent

RESCINDING THE RESOLUTION FOR THE

BLACK AND WHITE PARENTAL OSCAR BALL
Mr. Lofton asked Dr. Weathington to give the Board further information on why Administration is recommending that this item be rescinded.  Dr. Weathington said that after reviewing the budgets of the individual schools and of Central Services, it was found that this item was not funded for the 2007/2008 school year.  Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to rescind the resolution that was approved at the February 25, 2008 Board Meeting.
Motion by Dr. Guzman and seconded by Mr. Brown to rescind the resolution that was initially presented at the February 25, 2008 Board Meeting.  Rescinding of the resolution was approved by all Board Members present.  
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
  X

Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent

POLICY  Second Reading
5133
  School Standard Uniform Policy
Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to table Policy 5133, School Standard Uniform Policy, to the April Board Meeting for a First Reading.  This is because the Board did not receive the correct version at the March Conference Meeting.
Motion by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Smith to table Policy 5133 to the April Board Meeting.  Motion to table Policy 5133 was approved by all Board Members present.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton 
absent

Marcellus Smith
  X

Nicola Tatum 
  X

Joyce M. Kersey 
 absent

Motion by Dr. Guzman and seconded by Ms. Tatum to adjourn the public meeting into debriefing.  All were in favor 0 opposed 0 abstentions.
ADJOURNED 7:30 p.m.
INFORMAL ADJOURNMENT TO DEBRIEFING
Board Members debriefed.
Respectfully submitted
Patricia McNeal-Rhoden

Patricia McNeal-Rhoden

Assistant Board Secretary
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