TRENTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Monday – January 24, 2005 - 7:00 P.M. 


6:00 P.M.    STUDENT OF THE MONTH RECOGNITION CEREMONY

7:00 P.M.     REGULAR BOARD MEETING PRELIMINARY MINUTES
Call to Order

Bernard McMullan, Ph.D., Board President called the meeting to order.

Pledge of Allegiance

Bernard McMullan, Ph.D., Board President led the salute to the flag.

Roll Call
Present
Abdul-Malik Ali


Geraldine Eure
Joyce Kersey
Garry Feltus








     



Bernard McMullan 
Noriel Pena  
Abigail Ramos
arrived at 7:10 p.m.



Robert M. Revelle




Donald O. Shelton
Student Board Members
Jarell Blakely – Present

Anthony Harris was introduced to the Board as the New Alternate Board Member 

The New Jersey Sunshine Law was read by Patricia McNeal-Wright

New Jersey Sunshine Law

The New Jersey Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure


the right to the public to have advance notice of and to attend


the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their


interest is discussed or acted upon.


In accordance with the provisions of this act, the Trenton 


Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be


publicized by having the date, time and place thereof posted in


the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City


Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Notice has also been


sent to those persons who have requested that their names


be included on the mailing list.
Formal action will take place at this meeting.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Motioned by Garry Feltus, seconded by Dr. Ali to adopt the January, 2005 agenda and the addendum which included Attachment B, item 21 names and salaries of the assistant superintendents, Attachment C, items 29, approval of bid award to Resun Leasing, Inc., item 30, approval of bid award to Stoneridge, Inc. and 31, approval of a resolution for member participation in a cooperative pricing system with the Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission.  Pulled item 3B on page 2 of the Attachment B agenda.
Board President, Bernard McMullan introduced the new student Board member, Mr. Anthony Harris, who will serve on the Board the rest of this year and next year. 

All were in favor of the January 24, 2005 agenda, 0 opposed.  The agenda with the amendments were approved.

PRESENTATION  

Board President, Bernard McMullan, on behalf of the entire Trenton Board of Education and community, presented the family of Angelia M. Ellis with a plaque to take home and a plaque naming the auditorium “The Angelia M. Ellis Auditorium” in honor of the memory of their mother for her long and exemplary career that spanned twenty-six years of dedicated service to Trenton Public Schools. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  - None
SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS AND COUNSEL TO THE BOARD {EL-10} 

Dr. Lytle presented to the Board an article from the Trenton Times on the set aside minority business in New Jersey.  It mentioned that there was 10% participation.
Dr. Lytle mentioned that he was scheduled this evening to give both checks of 5,000 each to five schools that have made Adequate Yearly Progress for 2003-2004. The schools are Cadwalader Elementary, Columbus Elementary, Jefferson Elementary, Franklin Elementary and Parker Elementary Schools.  Presentations will be made at the Regular Board meeting on February 28, 2005. 

Dr. Lytle spoke on the Black Box issue and the fact that the class room is an unexamined place and how the forming of partnerships with TEA and ETS should approve student achievement.
BOARD  COMMENTS   
Ms. Kersey – asked for clarification on a student that is transferred into the district from other school districts.  She wanted to know what the transcript looks like when they get ready to attend college.  Her understanding is that the transfer does not reflect the change of schools.  It looks like 
all the courses have been taken from this district.  Dr. Lytle asked that he defer the answer until he has a chance to research it.

Mr. Feltus – spoke on the new curriculum.  He urges the new assistant superintendents that are about to embark on this curriculum redesign to consider the needs of the business community and community in general regarding what skills the district gives these kids as they leave our educational system.  It is imperative that the district work with our community partners in developing this curriculum. In addition, he stated that there is a need to demonstrate that the district is providing more than adequate services for our students.

Dr. Ali - addressed the Board concerning the fact that January is N.J. School Board Month for local boards.  He received and he presented Mr. Feltus with a certificate from New Jersey School Board Association.  They received the certificates because they are state members and NJSBA appreciates their participation.  He thanked the local boards for their support. 

Student Board Member Mr. Blakeley – spoke to the Board about transcript problems.  When he received his transcript  1) it did not have class rank  2) accumulative GPA.  He is wondering why?  When you asked for your SAT score you have to pay ETS.  He suggested that when you receive your transcript that the SAT scores are on it.  Senior students have some concerns about their prom location at the Marriott and the capacity it will allow to attend.  He also had concern about the renovations that have not started yet at Trenton Central High.  His greatest concerns are for all the moving about the students had to do in September in order that the renovations could get started.  He feels that if it is the states problems, the district should do a resolution condemning them from holding the money.  Students are very disappointed and are feeling robbed because they had to move.  Dr. Lytle explained that the SCC requested Bids on the total project and when they reviewed them there was only one bid submitted and it was too high.  SCC is reviewing the project guidelines for revisions to take back to bid in order to get the project moving forward quickly.
Mr. Shelton – spoke on how he feels that the District is communication poor for the simple fact that Board members had no knowledge that the renovations had not started at Trenton Central High School.  In addition, he addressed concerns about the TCHS West Campus and how some of the teachers have language problems, DYSF problems etc.  He feels that the TCHS West Campus needs help.  Mr. Shelton expressed that he is glad that ETS is trying to help the students achieve. 
Mr. Revelle - asked if the individuals appointed to the new assistant superintendents positions will be responsible for the development of a 6-12 curriculum and a K-8 curriculum and if they are not going to be held responsible, who or what individual will be held responsible and what is the projected time line?  Dr. Lytle answered that since those individuals are responsible for the program in those grade spans which includes the curriculum program that the expectation is by the end of May the district has made great progress on the core curriculum on the K-12 curriculum and the core subjects.  And, that by August the district has a complete K-12 curriculum that derives from state standards and reflects the Board’s End’s policies.  This is the first expectation of the new assistant superintendent’s positions.

Student Board Member Mr. Blakeley - expressed concern about the minority out-reach program with the School Construction Corporation.  SCC appear not to be involved in any out-reach programs at the high schools.
Ms. Ramos - expressed concern about the terms and evaluations of the new assistant superintendent’s positions.  Dr. Lytle stated that each member of the cabinet is recommended for reappointment in June.  He committed to perform an evaluation of degree of which the three positions were helping with the rest of the agenda and redesigned curriculum.  

Comments from Board President, Bernard McMullan:  1) There is a planning session for the TCHS West 2) February’s Conference Board Meeting in February is at the District Office 3) 4 students from TCHS who won a poetry slam will be guest at Trinity Cathedral on February 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Revelle – requested that the Board schedule a presentation on the progress of the new positions in June, 2005.  In addition, he spoke about the evaluation assessments report that has not been received to date.  Dr. Lytle agreed to supply the report to the Board in a couple of days.

Motioned by Ms. Kersey to Table all action items, second by Mr. Revelle.  All action items were tabled until February when comments in question will be addressed prior to the February Board Meeting.
ROLL CALL


YES
NO
ABSTAIN



Abdul-Malik Ali


x
   

   



Geraldine Eure

x


   



Garry R. Feltus


x 





Joyce M. Kersey

x


Noriel Peña



x  

   

   



Abigail Ramos
 
x
 



Robert Revelle

x


   



Donald O. Shelton

x
     
   





Bernard McMullan

 
x
Bernard McMullan asked that a due date for return of comments is put on the reports.
ACTION ITEMS    - TABLED ALL ITEMS 
A.  
E-2.1.6 Visual and Performing Arts (M)  

B.
EL-15 Student Learning Environment/Discipline
C.
E-3 Citizenship (M)

D.
E-2 2.1.4 Science (Revisited Monitoring Report)

E.
E-2 2.1.5 Social Studies (Revisited Monitoring Report)

Motioned by Mr. Feltus, seconded by Ms. Ramos to approve the consent agenda.  The consent agenda was approved by the Board members present.
ROLL CALL


YES
NO
ABSTAIN



Abdul-Malik Ali

x
   

   



Geraldine Eure

x


   



Garry R. Feltus

x 





Joyce M. Kersey

x
no for 4B on HR; no for 21A  B&C


Noriel Peña


x  

   

   



Abigail Ramos
 
x
 



Robert Revelle

x


   



Donald O. Shelton

 x
     
   





Bernard McMullan

x
ACTION ON BOARD CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS {GP 2}   




   Consent Agenda Items:



1.      Board Conference meeting and Executive Session Minutes for December 6, 2004       

2.      Regular Board Minutes and Executive Session for December 20, 2004
3.      School Improvement – Attachment A

4.

Human Resources – Attachment B

5.

Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects – Attachment C
POLICIES:  PULLED
4000 series – Drug testing of new employee’s policy.
SECOND READING

INFORMAL ADJOURNMENT TO DEBRIEFING – Facilitated by Donald Shelton
The Board engaged in self-dialogue assessment to review the evening discussion in order to focus their efforts on the governance of the district.  The Board will convene an executive session after debriefing.  After executive session, the Board will reopen the public meeting for board action on the executive agenda.

Adjourned at 9:00 P.M.
Respectfully,

Patricia McNeal-Wright

Assistant Board Secretary
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