Trenton Board of Education

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

Regular Board Meeting Minutes


Monday – March 27, 2006


Call to Order
Robert M. Revelle, Acting Board President called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m..
Pledge of Allegiance

Robert M. Revelle, Acting Board President led the salute to the flag.
Roll Call
Present:

Abdul Malik-Ali 
Geraldine Eure  

arrive 7:40 p.m.

Garry Feltus

Joyce Kersey

Lucy Guzman

Donald Shelton

arrive 7:15 p.m.
Gregory E. Williams

Robert Revelle

Student Board Member – Anthony Harris – Present
Superintendent of Schools – Dr. James H. Lytle, Ed. D. - Present
New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Patricia McNeal-Rhoden, Assistant Board Secretary 
The New Jersey Public Meeting Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.

In accordance with the provisions of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be publicized by having the date, time and place therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Notice has also been sent to those persons with have requested that their names be included on the mailing list. Formal action will take place at this meeting tonight.
Adoption of Agenda
Motioned by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Feltus to adopt the February 27, 2006 agenda.
Amendments to the Consent Agenda:
Nancy Swirsky, Interim Business Administrator/Board Secretary, added item 23 of Attachment C to approve a Resolution for the Trenton Public School District to participate in the Educational Cooperative Pricing System in an amount not to exceed $1,150 per year.
Nancy Swirsky, Interim Business Administrator/Board Secretary, added 7A of Attachment C to approve the accounting services of Ernst and Young for the 2005 – 2006 school year in an amount not to exceed $182,400.
Nancy Swirsky, Interim Business Administrator/Board Secretary, pulled items 19A and B of Attachment C because bids for the two items has not been received. 
Nancy Swirsky, Interim Business Administrator/Board Secretary, noted that item 19C of Attachment C to approve a bid from D. A. Nolt, Inc. for roof replacement of the Maintenance Complex Building B was added in the amount of $512,182.00.
Carolyn Gibson, Assistant Superintendent Human Resources, pulled from the Instructional Section of Attachment B, item aa # 4 to approve Keith Taylor to Head Golf Coach for the After School Program at TCHS-Main Campus.
Motioned by Mr. Revelle, seconded by Mr. Feltus to adopt the February 27, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Agenda.
All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions in approving the February 27, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Agenda.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali

x

Geraldine Eure

x

Garry R. Feltus

x

Lucy Guzman


x

Joyce M. Kersey

x

Donald O. Shelton

x

Gregory E. Williams

x

Robert Revelle

x

Public Participation

Marjorie Stokes, parent, Trevor Walker, brother of victim of the allege victim, James Walker, student, Patrick Walker, former student, Michelle Walker, parent, Garland Barber, parent, all expressed concern about the sexual harassment of a student at Columbus Elementary.
Barbara Hayes, teacher, Ismael Fiqueroa, Sr., parent, Martha Auvelle, parent, all expressed their support for the Principal at Columbus Elementary regarding the sexual harassment of a student.
Eric Muhammad, Captain of the Nation of Islam, expressed concern about the violence at Martin Luther King Middle School. He also added that sending the students from Jefferson Elementary to Martin Luther King Middle would be a mistake.
Algernon Ward, Community Leader, presented a signed petition from the community to remove the contaminated soil from the Jefferson Elementary and Martin Luther Middle schools.
Minister Muhammad, Community Leader, expressed concern about sending students to Kilmer Elementary.  He also added that merging Jefferson Elementary School students with Martin Luther King Middle school students would be a bad decision. 
Ojetta Johnson, parent, expressed concern about security and the contaminated soil at Jefferson Middle School.
Thomas Moore, President, TEA, addressed the Board concerning the following:

1. Support of the North Ward community effects in removing the contaminated soil
2. Safety at Trenton High School West and Main Campus:  Mr. Moore suggested that electronic doors need to be installed as a safety precaution.
3. There is a concern about attendance issues regarding the teachers and educational support staff.  The concern stems from letters that were sent to the Principals and staff concerning the following:

a. Attendance

b. Increments with holding

c. If teachers/education support staff did not have highly qualified status they would not receive their increments.
d. The letter also stated that the Principals should have met with their staff and their union representatives to discuss their attendance. 
Mr. Moore wanted to know who will confirm that the process will be done in a timely matter.  He also added that he should have been notified of the situation in a timely matter.

4. Concern regarding the budget:
a. Mr. Moore needed clarity about the budget and the fact that the budget for each school was based on the Abbott ruling relative to class size. His concern was that the schools are getting a flat line budget which means that there was $250,000,000 not accountable.  Needed may be an independent audit to find the unaccountable money.
5. Mr. Moore also added, why allegations were not followed up regarding issues involving administration.  He noted that when a teacher is involved in an issue the issue is followed up until the situation gets resolved.
Robert Revelle, Acting Board President, responded to the concerns regarding Jefferson Elementary school relating to the contaminated of the soil. 

Superintendent Comments

Dr. Lytle to the Board:

· Wanted to thank the parents and staff of Columbus Elementary for expressing their concerns. 
· This evening the Board will be asked to adopt a Needs Based Budget to submit to the Department of Education. 
Board Member Comments

Board members, Donald Shelton, Gregory Williams and Joyce Kersey, responded to the issue at Jefferson Elementary with regards to the contaminated soil. 
Board member, Gregory Williams, responded to the issue of Sherman Ave.  
Board member, Dr. Abdul-Malik Ali, would like parents to be more involved in their student’s schools.   
Acting Board President, Robert Revelle, ask if any of the Board members wanted to report on the Federal Relation Network Conference. 
Board member, Garry Feltus, reported on the Federal Relation Network Conference.
Presentation

Superintendent, Dr. James Lytle, discussed Needs Based School Budget. 
Interim Business Administrator, Nancy Swirsky, requested that the Board approve the Tentative School Budget (Needs Based School Budget).
Board member, Donald Shelton, asked about overtime. He wanted to know why overtime was questioned if the budget was going to be flat line.
Action Items
Motioned by Dr. Abdul-Malik Ali, seconded by Garry Feltus to approve E-2.1.8 Health and Physical Education and E-4 Character.
All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to approve E-2.1.8 Health and Physical education and E-4 Character.

.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali

x

Geraldine Eure

x

Garry R. Feltus

x

Lucy Guzman


x

Joyce M. Kersey

x

Donald O. Shelton

x

Gregory E. Williams

x

Robert Revelle

x

Action on Board Consent Agenda Items
Board member, Joyce Kersey, ask if the motions were revised in the Regular Board Meeting Minutes on February 27, 2006.
Assistant Board Secretary, Pat Rhoden, responded to Ms. Kersey’s question, yes the minutes from the Regular Board Meeting was updated to show the motions.
Board member, Donald Shelton, asked if the position of Executive Director of Information System was higher then the Assistant Superintendent position. 

Superintendent, Dr. Lytle, responded by stating that the Executive Director of Information System was not higher then the Assistant Superintendent position. The position will supervise fewer employees. 
Board member, Dr. Abdul-Malik Ali, noted that the Board Conference & Executive Session Minutes that was dated for February 23, 2006 should be dated February 13, 2006.

Motioned by Donald Shelton, seconded by Dr. Abdul-Malik Ali to approve the Board Consent Agenda.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali

x

Part A
Geraldine Eure

x

Garry R. Feltus

x

Lucy Guzman


x

Joyce M. Kersey
x

Part C (12B) (*) 
Donald O. Shelton

x




Gregory E. Williams

x

Robert M. Revelle

x

*Joyce Kersey opposed to the creation of the position of Executive Director of Information System
Motioned to adjourn by Ms. Eure, seconded by Dr. Abdul-Malik Ali. 
Adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
Executive Session – 9:35 p.m.
Respectfully
Patricia Mc Neal-Rhoden

Assistant Board Secretary
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