Trenton Board of Education

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

Regular Board Meeting Minutes

Monday – June 26, 2006


Call to Order
Robert Revelle, Board President called the meeting to order at 7:00 p. m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Robert Revelle, Board President led the salute to the flag.
Roll Call
Present:

Abdul-Malik Ali 
Geraldine Eure


Lucy Guzman

Lisa M. Kasabach

Joyce Kersey

Harry Luna

Donald Shelton

Gregory E. Williams

Robert Revelle

Superintendent of Schools – Dr. James H. Lytle, Ed. D. - Present
New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Patricia McNeal-Rhoden, Assistant Board Secretary 
The New Jersey Public Meeting Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.

In accordance with the provisions of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be publicized by having the date, time and place therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Notice has also been sent to those persons with have requested that their names be included on the mailing list. Formal action will take place at this meeting tonight.
Resolution for Garry Feltus: Board member, Robert Revelle presented a Resolution to Garry Feltus for his contribution to the Board and Trenton Public Schools community.
Motioned to move to Executive Session by Board member, Gregory Williams, seconded by Board member, Abdul-Malik Ali at 8:00 p. m. thru 10:10 p. m.
The Cabinet returned to Public Meeting at 10:15 p. m.
Adoption of Agenda
Motioned to Adopt the June 26, 2006 Agenda by Board member, Abdul-Malik Ali, seconded by Board member, Gregory Williams.
All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to adopt the June 26, 2006 Agenda.
Public Participation

Field Representative of NJ Principals and Supervisors, Richard Klockner spoke regarding Administrative transfers. 
Councilman Segura from the City of Trenton spoke regarding respect, tenure and the transfer of the Principal at Washington School.
Brian Bonet, Sierra Arzia, Katherine Valez all students, Princess Noto, parent spoke regarding the transfer of the Principal at Robbins Annex II.
Franklin Darby, teacher spoke regarding transfer of the Principal at Washington School.
Andre Lomi, parent and community leader spoke about cutting the after school programs for students K – 8 and Administrative reassignments.
Juan Martinez, community member, spoke about the reassignment of the Principal at Hedgepath.
Judie Winogron, Math Specialist, spoke about the closing of the Office of Curriculum and Instruction.

Trina Pryor, PTO President and Kathleen Casanas, PTO Vice-President both who are parents discussed budget cuts within the district.
Marlena Venura, teacher, discussed consistency with the curriculum, staff and the district.
Alice Burke-Lewis, PTA President, Karin McBride, parent at Kilmer School, both express concerns about the leadership in the school.
William Harris, teacher at Parker Annex Elementary School, discussed the administrator reassignments.
Sandra Iturbides, teacher at Grace Dunn Middle School, discussed and submitted a petition to reinstate Dr. Ruben Flores as Principal to Grace Dunn Middle School for the 2006/2007 school year.
Karen Root, teacher at Robbins School, Antonia Azcona, parent, both discussed the staff cuts at Robbins School.
Harvey Chanin, counselor, Joseph Collins, student, Cynthia Byrne, Vickie Oliver parents all expressed the transfer of the Principal at Washington School. 

Christine Sampson-Clark, teacher at Grant School, discussed the reassignment of the Principal at Grant School. 
Betty Blackwell, counselor at Parker Annex II School, discussed the transfer of the Principal at Parker Annex II.
Calvin Thomas, District Liaison of DADS for Education, submitted their Annual DADS Program Report.

Algernon Ward, member of the We The People of Coalition, spoke regarding the status of the MLK/Jefferson construction site.
Superintendent Comments and Counsel to the Board
Dr. Lytle responded to the issue regarding After School Activities. Dr. Lytle stated that Mayor Palmer is committed to continue to provide the SCOOP Program and he is aware of the importance of both the SCOOP and the after school programs.
Dr. Lytle addressed the concerns about transfers, reassignments, and the reduction of staff. Dr. Lytle stated that the reduction impose in the district was not the idea of the Board of Education or Administration, but the reduction impose were by the Governor and by the State Supreme Court because of the State’s financial crisis’s. 
Dr. Lytle spoke regarding the transfer situation relative to the No Child Left Behind. He stated that the State has the authority to privatize or turn into Charter Schools any school that has a long standing record of not meeting adequate yearly progress. The Board and the Administration are trying to preamp that option by demonstrating that the District is working to improve all schools in the City of Trenton. Many transfers are being made to meet the obligation of the State.
Dr. Lytle stated that the greatest satisfaction during his service at the Trenton School District was in 1998 when there were 298 graduates and then on June 23, 2006 and there were 1,003 graduates from the Trenton Public Schools. Dr. Lytle thanked everyone in the Trenton community for helping the Board move in the direction of accomplishing their mission and trusting him to be the Superintendent for the last 8 years. 
Board Member’s Comments

Board member, Lucy Guzman apologized to the people waiting in the auditorium while the Board and Administrators were meeting in Executive Session. 
Board member, Geraldine Eure asked why the Board eliminated the Curriculum Development Department. Ms. Eure wanted to know what rational went into the transfer of principals to certain locations. 
 Board member, Donald Shelton, asked why should the principal be held accountable for the first three years if that principal was reassigned to the school the for the last two years. 
Superintendent, Dr. Lytle, responded by stating that the issue can not be discussed in public.
Board member, Donald Shelton stated that to have a school system you must have students, to have success you must have teachers everyone else is support.
Board member, Abdul-Malik Ali stated that the Board should not be blame for the financial situation; the State Government is the problem. Dr. Ali stated that we as adults must model what we want our children to see.
Board member, Robert Revelle stated that the Board did not eliminate the Curriculum Development Department. The Board will do what ever it takes for the State not to come in and run the District. Mr. Revelle also stated that union rights state that someone who has more seniority can bump another person for their position. This only happens in the education industry.  The Board will enforce the contracts. 
Board member, Mr. Revelle gave an update on the School Construction Corporation. The School Construction Corporation has entered into an agreement with Turner Construction Company to accelerate the demolition and remediation of the school. 
Action On Board Consent Agenda Items

Motioned by Board member Gregory Williams and seconded by Board member Lucy Guzman to appoint Rodney Lofton of New York to the position of Superintendent of Trenton Public Schools pending successful negotiation of the contract.
All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to appoint Rodney Lofton of New York to the position of Superintendent of Trenton Public Schools pending successful negotiation of the contract.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure

x

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x
Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x
Gregory E. Williams

x
Robert Revelle

x
Motioned by Board member, Gregory Williams, seconded by Board member, Abdul-Malik Ali to approve a resolution to reassign Dr. Lytle for the months of July and August for 2006 to a new title as Assistant Superintendent for Strategic Development.  The term will become effective on June 30, 2006 thru August 31, 2006.
8 were in favor, 1 opposed and 0 abstention to approve a resolution to reassign Dr. Lytle for the months of July and August for 2006 to a new title as Assistant Superintendent for Strategic Development. The term will become effective on June 30, 2006 thru August 31, 2006.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x

Geraldine Eure



x

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x

Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x
Gregory E. Williams

x
Robert Revelle

x
Motioned by Board member, Gregory Williams seconded by Board member, Geraldine Eure to appoint Dr. Darwin Williams as Interim Superintendent effective June 29, 2006 – July 31, 2006 or until the contract is signed and accepted by the new superintendent.

9 were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to approve a resolution to appoint Dr. Darwin Williams as Interim Superintendent effective June 29, 2006 – July 31, 2006 or until the contract is signed and accepted by the new superintendent.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure

x

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x
Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x
Gregory E. Williams

x
Robert Revelle

x
Motioned by Board member, Geraldine Eure seconded by Board member, Gregory Williams to approve the bonus of $15,000 for the terms of the contract to Dr. Lytle for meeting specific goals in the district for the 2005/2006 school year.

9 were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to approve the bonus of $15,000 for the terms of the contract to Dr. Lytle for meeting specific goals in the district for the 2005/2006 school year.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure

x

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x
Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x
Gregory E. Williams

x
Robert Revelle

x
Motioned by Board member, Geraldine Eure, seconded by Board member, Abdul-Malik Ali to accept the reports, E-2.1.7 World Languages and E-6 Balanced and Healthy Lives.
All were in favor of Balance and Healthy Lives, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions  8 were in favor of E-2.1.7 World Languages 1 oppose and 0 abstentions.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure

x

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x

(*)
Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x
Gregory E. Williams

x
Robert Revelle

x
* = E-2.1.7 World Languages
Motioned by Board member, Gregory Williams, seconded by Board member, Abdul-Malik Ali to accept the TEA Reappointment List for 2006/2007 school year. (Attachment B-1)
All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to accept the TEA Reappointment List for 2006/2007 school year.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure

x

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x


Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x
Gregory E. Williams

x
Robert Revelle

x
CORRECTION - 7/12/06
Motioned by Board member, Dr. Ali, seconded by Board member, Lucy Guzman to accept the TASA Reappointment List for 2006/2007 school year. (Attachment B-4)

All yeses were in favor except for no on lines 37,38,39,8,15,19,22,27,37,38,39,1,22; 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to accept the TASA Reappointment List for 2006/2007 school year.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure

x

(*)

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x
Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x

(**)
Gregory E. Williams

x

(***)
Robert Revelle

x
* 
= 37, 38, 39

**
= 8, 15, 19, 22, 27, 37, 38, 39

***
= 1, 22
Motioned by Board member, Gregory Williams, seconded by Board member, Abdul-Malik Ali to accept the Administrators Reassignment List for 2006/2007 school year. (Attachment B-5)
6 were in favor except no on lines 5,7,8,12,1,2,3,4,5,9; 3 opposed and 0 abstentions to accept the Administrators Reassignment List for 2006/2007 school year.  At the conclusion, Line Item # 5, Christopher DeJesus received 5 no votes.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure



x



Lisa M. Kasabach

x

(*)

Joyce Kersey




x
Lucy Guzman


x

(**)
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton



x


Gregory E. Williams

x


Robert Revelle

x
* 
= 5, 7, 8, 12

** 
= 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9
Addendums and Pulls to the Consent Agenda:
Administration added item Attachment C-4, the resolution to appoint the Sumners George, PC as the District’s Attorney.
Administration added item 8a, Attachment C-, the proposal to appoint the Environmental Connections, Inc. for environmental professional services for the 2006/2007 school year.
Administration pulled item 8b Attachment C, to provide formative assessment item banks in literacy and mathematics 3, 4, 8 and 11. 
Administration added item 8C, Attachment C-, for Mays Institute to provide professional development in the areas of Curriculum-Based Assessment and Response Intervention for Special Education and General Education.
Administration added item 8d, Attachment C, Deeper Life Child Care Development Center to provide transportation services for teen parents attending TCHS for the 2006/2007 school year.
Administration added item 8e, Attachment C, Atlantic Associates Insurance Agency to manage the District’s Health Benefits Program for the 2006/2007 school year. 

Action on Board Consent Agenda Items
Motioned by Joyce Kersey, seconded by Gregory Williams to approve the Consent Agenda items.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali 

x
Geraldine Eure

x

Lisa M. Kasabach

x

Joyce Kersey


x
Lucy Guzman


x
Harry Luna


x
Donald Shelton

x
Gregory E. Williams

x
Robert Revelle

x
Adjourned at 1:35 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Mc Neal-Rhoden

Assistant Board Secretary
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