Trenton Board of Education

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

Regular Board Meeting Minutes

Monday – April 24, 2006


Informal Call to Order
Robert Revelle, Board President called the informal meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Robert Revelle, Board President led the salute to the flag.
Presentations
Trenton Area Writing Project by Judy Cartwright and Dr. Carol Brown of Rider University presented an award to Dr. James Lytle, Superintendent of Trenton Public Schools.
Presentation of School Facility Space Utilization Analysis Report by Dr. Ross Haber of Ross Haber Associates, Inc.  (Report Attached)
Questions from Board Members:

Geraldine Eure asked:

Do the numbers represent the grandfathering?
Dr. Ross Haber’s response:

The numbers are baseline.

Donald Shelton asked:


Will the District have less K-8 schools that were originally plan? 
Dr. Lytle’s response:


Yes, we will have less K-8 schools because construction projects have yet to be completed. 
Geraldine Eure asked:


Will the District have enough Administrators for each school?

Dr. Lytle’s response:


Yes, some Vice-Principals will be reassigned to cover the schools.
Dr. Guzman asked:

Is there going to be space for other activities such as Physical Education, Library, and Laboratory?

Dr. Ross Haber’s response:

Yes, because the class sizes are going to be small so there will be enough space to accommodate the activities.

Robert Revelle asked:

How would we accommodate those students that are coming from a Close Space Classroom to an Open Space Classroom?
Dr. Ross Haber and Dr. Lytle responded:


The Assistant Superintendents will assist Dr. Haber in deciding the best method of assisting the students from a Close Space Classroom to an Open Space Classroom. Dr. Lyle also added that having a manageable number of students in the building will also aid in the student’s adjustment.
Robert Revelle asked:

Is there any further feed back from Administration relative to challenges that may occur? 

Dr. Ross Haber’s response:

1. Change the way the school was set-up because of the gang issue.
2. Did not want students crossing high ways

Robert Revelle asked:


What are core challenges in implementing the plan?

Dr. Ross Haber’s response:

1. Keep the public inform with all actions that are being done
2. Grandfathering siblings
3. Location of special programs within the District

4. Safety for students
5. People who do not want to change

Donald Shelton added:

A problem that he sees is that a Junior High School was created in the Elementary School.  The students that are being moved to another school will be strangers and will not know their environment.
Dr. Ross Haber’s response:

Currently there is not enough space in the buildings which is why new schools are being built.

Robert Revelle asked:

What is the plan for Trenton Central High School? Could the building be useful? 
Dr. Ross Haber’s response:


A high school can not accommodate small children.
Dr. Lytle’s response:

The building could be useful if an additional wing would be built so the school could accommodate students.

Call to Order Board Conference Meeting
Robert Revelle, Board President, formerly called the Board Conference meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.
Roll Call
Present:

Abdul Malik-Ali 
Geraldine Eure  
arrived at 7:45 p.m. 
.
Garry Feltus

arrived at 8:00 p.m.
Lucy Guzman

Donald Shelton

Robert Revelle

Absent

Joyce Kersey



Gregory E. Williams



Student Board Member – Anthony Harris – Present
Superintendent of Schools – Dr. James Lytle, Superintendent - Present
New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Patricia McNeal-Rhoden, Assistant Board Secretary 
The New Jersey Public Meeting Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.

In accordance with the provisions of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be publicized by having the date, time and place therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Notice has also been sent to those persons with have requested that their names be included on the mailing list. Formal action will take place at this meeting tonight.
Adoption of Agenda

Motion by Dr. Ali, seconded by Dr. Guzman to adopt the April 24, 2006 agenda.
All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to adopt the April 24, 2006 agenda.

Public Participation

Jacqueline Talbert-Beverly, teacher, discussed job postings and job skills regarding the Principal at Dunn School.          Correction 5/24/06
Thomas Harrington, teacher, discussed the CAPA Review. What is the current plan regarding Hedgepeth/Williams? 

Susie Pessima, parent/PTO Member, discussed concerns about Open Classrooms at King Middle School and safety in the schools.

Mr. Tarver, James Walker, Shelby Stokes, fathers of students at Columbus School, discussed the issues surrounding the Principal at Columbus School. 

Superintendent’s Comments and Counsel to the Board
Dr. Lytle responded to Thomas Harrington question regarding Hedgepeth/Williams School. Dr. Lytle will schedule a date to meet with both teachers and parents to discuss the plans for the Hedgepath/Williams School.

Dr. Lytle responded to Susie Pessima question regarding the concerns at King Middle School. Dr. Lytle explained that they will try to keep the North Ward students separated from West Ward students as mush as possible to ensure safety.

Dr. Lytle responded to the fathers of the students at Columbus School. Dr. Lytle explained that he can not comment on the issue, all matters relating to an employee investigation becomes a recommendation between the Superintendent and the School Board.

Trenton Public Schools is one of the 16th Districts in New Jersey which filed a Brief and a Law Suite against the Department of Education asked the Department of Education to fully fund Abbott Schools for the school year 2006/2007.
Board Members Comments
No Board Comments
Action on Board Consent Agenda Items
Board Member, Garry Feltus, asked how are the teachers that teach K-8 considered Highly Qualified?

Assistant Superintendent, Carolyn Gibson, responded by stating that Elementary School teachers have passed required certifications that make them Highly Qualified teachers. 

Motioned by Garry Feltus seconded by Abdul-Malik Ali to approve the Consent Agenda Items.

All were in favor, 0 opposed and 1 abstention on Board meetings on 1/7/06 to approve Consent Agenda Items.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali

x



x - Board Meetings – 1/7/06

Geraldine Eure

x

Garry R. Feltus

x

Lucy Guzman


x

Joyce M. Kersey

absent
Donald O. Shelton

x

Gregory E. Williams

absent
Robert Revelle

x

Policies

Motioned by Geraldine Eure seconded by Abdul-Malik Ali to pull 3000 and 6000 series policies and prepare to vote on them at the May 16, 2006, Conference Meeting.

All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to pull the policies.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali

x
Geraldine Eure

x

Garry R. Feltus

x

Lucy Guzman


x

Joyce M. Kersey

absent
Donald O. Shelton

x

Gregory E. Williams

absent
Robert Revelle

x

Informal Adjournment to Debriefing 
Motioned by Geraldine Eure seconded by Garry Feltus to adjourn to Executive Session. 
All were in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to move to Executive Session.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali

x

Geraldine Eure

x

Garry R. Feltus

x

Lucy Guzman


x

Joyce M. Kersey

absent
Donald O. Shelton

x

Gregory E. Williams

absent
Robert Revelle

x

Adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Open Public Meeting convened at 10:15 p.m.
Special Meeting on 5/1/06 to Discuss the CAPA Plan for 2006/07 School Year.

Motioned by Dr. Ali, seconded by Ms. Eure to schedule a special meeting for May 1, 2006 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. to discuss the CAPA Program for the 2006/07 School Year.  All Board members present accepted the date and time for the special meeting.

Roll Call



YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali


x

Geraldine Eure


x

Lucy Guzman


x

Garry R. Feltus


x
Joyce M. Kersey


x
Donald O. Shelton


x
Gregory E. Williams


absent
Robert M. Revelle


x
Motioned to adjourn at 10:25 p.m.

Respectfully,
Patricia McNeal-Rhoden

Assistant Board Secretary
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