TRENTON BOARD OF EDUCATION

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

BOARD ANNUAL ORGANIZATION MEETING 

Wednesday, May 16, 2007 – 5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES


Convened at 5:30 P.M.  
Call to Order

Nancy Swirsky, Business Administrator/Board Secretary, called the meeting to order at 5:36 p. m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Nancy Swirsky, Business Administrator/Board Secretary, led the salute to the flag.

New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Nancy Swirsky, Business Administrator/Board Secretary
The New Jersey Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advanced notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted on.

On the rules of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting by publicizing the date, time and place, therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Anyone who has their name on the mailing list should receive a notice.

Formal action will take place at this meeting.
ORGANIZATIONAL AGENDA
Judge Gregory E. Williams of the Trenton Municipal Court administered the Oath for School Board Members to New Board Member Alexander Brown.

Roll Call for Attendance
Present:

L. Diane Campbell
Lucy Guzman




Lisa M. Kasabach

Joyce M. Kersey
Harry Luna



Donald O. Shelton


Alexander Brown

Superintendent of Schools - Rodney Lofton – Present
Nomination and Election of President
Motion by Mr. Shelton, seconded by Dr. Guzman to nominate Ms. Joyce Kersey for President of the Board.  Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Luna to close the nominations.  To elect Ms. Kersey to the office of President of the Board was approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
L. Diane Campbell
  X
Alexander Brown
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  X
Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X

Joyce M. Kersey
  X
President Kersey thanked the Board for nominating her and hoped their support is a show of confidence.  She said she has served as President before and looks forward to working with the Board, community members, staff and the Superintendent to start on the work ahead.

Nomination and Election of Vice President
Motion by Mr. Luna, seconded by Ms. Kasabach to nominate Dr. Diane Campbell for Vice President of the Board.  Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Guzman to close the nominations.  To elect Dr. Campbell to the office of Vice President of the Board was approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
L. Diane Campbell
  X 

Alexander Brown
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  X
Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X

Joyce M. Kersey
  X

Ms. Kersey welcomed Dr. Campbell to leadership and offered her encouragement.  Ms. Kersey then welcomed Mr. Brown to the Board as its newest member.  Mr. Brown said he is glad to represent Mayor’s Palmer’s wishes to bring people who may have certain levels of experience to assist the new Administration as well as other Board Members.  He looks forward to sharing with the Board and the Community the resources that are available and hopes we can allow those resources to come into the District and affect our system in a positive way.  Ms. Kersey said Mr. Brown’s experience as a Board Member in Trenton will be an asset to the District.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Mr. Shelton welcomed Mr. Brown back to the Board and recalled the training Mr. Brown gave him when he was a new Board Member.  Dr. Campbell reminded the Board they were working towards fulfilling some great visions and there are children who are counting on them.  She said sometimes when a crisis arises, plans can get lost.  She wanted the Board to refocus on the plans the Cabinet and Mr. Lofton put forth regarding the Strategic Plan and be encouraged to work on correcting things that have been brought to light due to the current situation.  Mr. Luna agreed with Dr. Campbell and said our main focus should be on the children, making sure they graduate and become productive citizens of the community.  He said if the lines of communication are open from Mr. Lofton and Administration, the Board, all the way down to parents and teachers, we will have a very good school system.  Mr. Luna said we need to remember there are good students and teachers, and we are in the position to rectify things that resulted from a few bad judgments.
BUSINESS AGENDA:
Ms. Kasabach questioned Attachment 5 and the wording “the value of the services will exceed $17,500”.  Ms. Swirsky said this is to put the public on notice and it is required language for this type of contract.
Motion by Dr. Campbell, seconded by Mr. Luna to adopt the Business Agenda.  The Agenda was adopted by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
L. Diane Campbell
  X 

Alexander Brown
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  X

Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X

Joyce M. Kersey        X
Motion by Mr. Shelton, seconded by Mr. Brown to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor, 0 opposed 0 abstentions.
ADJOURN  5:52 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Minutes by Mary Bailey

Admin II Secretary 
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