TRENTON BOARD OF EDUCATION

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

BOARD CONFERENCE MEETING 

Monday – June 25, 2007 – 7:00 P.M. 
MINUTES


Convened at 7:20 P.M.  
Call to Order

Joyce M. Kersey, President, called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Joyce M. Kersey, President, led the salute to the flag.

Roll Call

Present:

Alexander Brown
L. Diane Campbell
Lucy Guzman




Harry Luna



Donald O. Shelton 
Joyce M. Kersey
Absent:

Lisa M. Kasabach


Superintendent of Schools - Rodney Lofton - Present

New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Patricia McNeal-Rhoden, Assistant Board Secretary 
The New Jersey Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advanced notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted on.

On the rules of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting by publicizing the date, time and place, therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Anyone who has their name on the mailing list should receive a notice.

Formal action will take place at this meeting.
Adoption Of Agenda
Ms. Kersey called the Board’s attention to changes on the agenda.  On the addendum, Item 1 (Human Resources Department, Classified, Item 19) and Item 2 (Human Resources Department, Instructional, Item 20) will remain part of the addendum.  Item 3 (Finance/Facilities Department, Item 39) was pulled from the addendum to discuss in Executive Session.  Additionally, Item IIIB., the Presentation by Superintendent Lofton on the Organizational Staff Chart, was pulled and rescheduled for the July agenda.  Ms. Kersey asked to pull the following items from the Human Resources agenda:  6a, 7a, 10a and 10b.

Motioned by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Campbell to adopt the amended agenda and addendum.  Agenda was adopted by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X
L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X



Lisa M. Kasabach
absent
Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton 
  X
Joyce M. Kersey 
  X
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr. John Harmon, President and CEO of Metropolitan Trenton African American Chamber of Commerce, spoke about his organization’s collaboration with Fathers & Men United for a Better Trenton to launch a mentoring program which will target middle school youth, starting with Kilmer School.  The organization was well represented and Mr. Harmon asked for the Board’s support of the mentoring program to better the lives of city young people and help them become productive citizens.  Also representing Fathers & Men United was Mr. Mike Collins.
Ms. Robin Beard represented Leadership Trenton Class of 2007 and spoke about the School Spirit program for students in the high schools in Trenton.  This program brings together students, parents, teachers and administrators to identify issues, develop solutions and take action on conflicts within schools.  Ms. Beard said a proposal was submitted to Dr. Weathington and she hoped the Board would vote to sustain this program.  She provided handouts with more information on the Spirit program and Leadership Trenton.
Ms. Shirley Chant, Pre-K teacher at Robbins Annex, asked the Board why the Pre-K is being taken out of Robbins Annex.  She expressed her opinions on why this program should be continued.  

Ms. Laurie Jennings, teacher at Robbins Annex, asked the Board why the 8th Grade Class is being taken away from Robbins Annex.  She asked the Board to reconsider their decision and gave her reasons for this request.  Many Robbins Annex students attended the meeting to express their wish the 8th Grade not be relocated, including Ashley Arana, Carmen Castro, Courtney Winder, Melissa Robinson and Kierra Harvey.  Ms. Kersey expressed her understanding of the situation.
Mr. James Winder, parent, expressed his frustration with issues at Robbins Annex.  
Mr. Benjamin Seabrook, teacher, passed on presenting his comments.
Mr. Richard Robinson, parent at Robbins Annex, expressed his frustrations with what he felt were yearly attempts by the Board to shut down the school.  He wished everyone would communicate and work together with the parents and teachers.
Ms. Janel Sager, from the Robbins Annex PTO, spoke about a lack of communication between the principal and the parents.  She felt parents are not kept informed of important events in a timely manner, and there has been a lack of communication on various issues this year.  
Mr. David Valeri, Counselor at Robbins Annex and member of the School Leadership Committee, spoke about the growing population in the East Ward and the fact the schools are running out of room.  He said Dunn Middle School has been on the Persistently Dangerous List and is not meeting AYP.  Mr. Valeri said the District has a legal obligation under NCLB to offer students an alternative to attending Dunn.  He asked the Board to consider leasing space this coming school year at Sister Georgine’s.
Mr. Jonathan Grom, Special Education teacher at Kilmer, shared with the Board some successes their students have had this past school year in a reading program.  He provided a handout on the Response to Intervention program supported by the May Institute.  Also speaking on behalf of this program was Ms. Lisa Katz-Ballman, who highlighted the progress of one of her students in attendance at the meeting.  Ms. Bernetta Washington, Special Ed teacher at Kilmer, related how the success of one of her students in the reading program has carried over into his science and social studies work also.  This has been an inspiration to the other students and to the parents, who are able to help their children.
Mr. George Zofchak, former teacher at Trenton high school, expressed his opinions about the Sherman Avenue Campus issue.  
Ms. Betty Blackwell, counselor at Parker Annex II and chief building representative for TEA, expressed her concern about problems with administration at the school.  

Ms. Rasheeda Robinson, teacher at Parker Annex II, expressed her support for Principal Adams.

Ms. Courtney Snead, teacher at Parker Annex II, read a letter from a student in support of Principal Adams and how he relates to the students.
Ms. Kathi Eckert, teacher at Parker Annex II, said there is a stressful atmosphere at the school and no sharing of information with the teachers.
Ms. Chaneika Jones, teacher at Parker Annex II, expressed her support for Principal Adams.

Ms. Patrice Ward, teacher at Parker Annex II, read a letter she sent to the NJEA Rep in regards to an incident at the school with the Principal.
Mrs. Toro-Mays, teacher, spoke in support of Principal Adams.  She said he is inventive and enthusiastic and interested in student success.
Ms. Leslie Muñiz-Repollet, paraprofessional for bi-lingual kindergarten, expressed her support for Principal Adams.

Mr. Thomas Moore, President of TEA, stated that usually the Association does not have time to refute clarification that is given on issues disputed.  He asked the Board to allow the Association to rebut issues brought before the Board with which the Association may have a problem.  Mr. Moore also expressed his concern with the organizational changes resulting from the Reappointment List and said due process was not followed.  He also stressed the importance of administrators being professional at all times.
Ms. Kersey thanked everyone who participated in the public discussion.  Mr. Lofton thanked Mr. Harmon for coming before the Board and presenting something positive.  He then expressed his dismay at the discord within schools and various groups and organizations.  He said it is not helping to fix any problems or to present a positive image within the community.  Mr. Lofton stated people should remember the children are the first priority.
BOARD PRESENTATIONS
Mr. Lofton presented Ms. Eure and Dr. Ali with plaques commemorating their service to the Board and the Trenton community at large.  He thanked Ms. Eure for all her hard work and for being his ally on the Board.  Ms. Eure thanked the Board members and the community, and gave a special thank you to her family.  She said her time on the Board was both wonderful and challenging.  Ms. Kersey said working with Ms. Eure was a joy and recognized her 14 years of commitment to the Board.
Mr. Lofton said when he first arrived in Trenton, Dr. Ali made him feel welcome in the community because he believes in brotherhood.   In addition, Dr. Ali gave 12 years of commitment to the Trenton Public Schools and served on many local and national organizations.  Mr. Lofton asked Dr. Ali to continue to come to Board meetings and be a voice of the community.  Dr. Ali thanked past and present Board members and the community.  He said his service on the Board has been interesting and fun, but he said there is more work to be done and he will continue to be of service.  Ms. Kersey commended Dr. Ali on his commitment and faithfulness to the Board and on how well he worked with everyone.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REMARKS TO THE BOARD
None at this time.
BOARD GUIDANCE TO THE SUPERINTENDENT
None at this time.
CONSENT AGENDA:
     






Meeting Minutes:  


April 26, 2007 Bd. Special and Exec. Session


April 30, 2007 Bd. Reg. and Exec. Session 
May 3, 2007   Bd. Special and Exec. Session
May 14, 2007 Bd. Special and Exec. Session
May 16, 2007 Bd. Reorganizational
May 16, 2007 Bd. Conf. and Exec. Session

May 29, 2007 Bd. Reg. and Exec. Session

Motioned by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Shelton to approve Board Meeting Minutes. 

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
absent
Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X

Joyce M. Kersey
  X
 

Superintendent Recommendations:

School Improvement – Attachment A
Motioned by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Campbell to approve Attachment A – School Improvement.  Motion was approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
absent

Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X

Joyce M. Kersey
  X

Human Resources – Attachment B
Motioned by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Campbell to approve Attachment B – Human Resources.  Motion was approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
absent
Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X



   Joyce M. Kersey
  X

Student Services – Attachment D

Motioned by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Guzman to approve Attachment D – Student Services.  Motion was approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
absent

Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X

           Joyce M. Kersey
  X


(abstain on D17 & D19)

                             Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects – Attachment C 
Motioned by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Guzman to approve Attachment C – Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects.  Motion was approved by all Board Members present.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
absent
Harry Luna

  X



Donald O. Shelton
  X

           Joyce M. Kersey
  X

ADJOURN  8:50 p.m.
INFORMAL ADJOURNMENT TO DEBRIEFING       


Board Member Harry Luna led the debriefing.
EXECUTIVE SESSION  8:55 p.m.
Open Public Meeting convened at 12:00 a.m. June 26, 2007

RaShawn Adams, Principal at Parker II – Non-Renewal

Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Luna to give Mr. Adams a contract for 2007/08.  The vote was 2 yesses and 4 opposed.   Motion failed. 
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  

X

Lucy Guzman


X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  absent

Harry Luna

  X




Donald O. Shelton
  

X

           Joyce M. Kersey                           X

Sean Thompson, Heavy Cleaner at TCHS
Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Guzman to accept Superintendent’s recommendation to withdraw the termination for Sean Thompson and to withhold his increment for 2007/08.   Motion Passed.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  absent

Harry Luna

  X




Donald O. Shelton
  X

           Joyce M. Kersey        X

Stanley Patterson, Heavy Cleaner at Hedgepeth/Williams
Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Shelton to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to terminate Stanley Patterson.  Motion Passed.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  absent

Harry Luna

  X




Donald O. Shelton
  X

           Joyce M. Kersey        X

Auero Ortiz, Security at Hedgepeth/Williams
Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Shelton to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to terminate Auero Ortiz.  Motion Passed.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  absent

Harry Luna

  X




Donald O. Shelton
  X

           Joyce M. Kersey        X

Appointment of Denise Holguin, Community & Parent Involvement Liaison, Early Childhood Department – Human Resource Agenda Instructional, 6a

Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Shelton to approve the appointment of Denise Holguin.   Voted 4 yesses and 2 opposed.  Motion Passed.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
absent

Harry Luna

  X




Donald O. Shelton
  

X

           Joyce M. Kersey                           X

Appointment of Inez De Jesus, Fiscal Coordinator, Early Childhood Department – Human Resources Agenda Instructional, 7a 

Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Guzman to approve the appointment of Inez De Jesus.  Voted 5 yesses and 1 opposed.  Motion Passed.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  absent

Harry Luna

  X




Donald O. Shelton
  X

           Joyce M. Kersey                            X

Appointment of Kenneth Moore as a temporary Transportation Adminstrator for July 1, 2007 to August 31, 2007.  Finance/Facilities C-39.

Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Campbell to approve the appointment of Kenneth Moore.  All Board Members present voted to approve the appointment.  Motion Passed.

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
Alexander Brown
  X

L. Diane Campbell
  X

Lucy Guzman
  X




Lisa M. Kasabach
  absent

Harry Luna

  X




Donald O. Shelton
  X

           Joyce M. Kersey        X

Motion by Mr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Guzman to adjourn at 12:15 a.m. June 26, 2007.

Respectfully submitted
Patricia McNeal-Rhoden

Assistant Board Secretary
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