TRENTON BOARD OF EDUCATION

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

BOARD SPECIAL MEETING 

Wednesday – January 21, 2009 – 8:30 A.M. 
MINUTES


Completed 1/21/09
Convened at 8:40 A.M.
Call to Order

Dr. Diane Campbell, President, called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Dr. Diane Campbell, President, led the salute to the flag.
Roll Call

Present:

Lucy Guzman
Elizabeth Johnson
Harry Luna

Donald O. Shelton
L. Diane Campbell
Excused Absent:
T. Missy Balmir

Alexander Brown

Marcellus Smith

Nicola Tatum 
Superintendent of Schools - Rodney Lofton - Present

New Jersey Sunshine Law - Read by Jayne Howard, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
The New Jersey Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right to the public to have advanced notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted on.

On the rules of this act, the Trenton Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting by publicizing the date, time and place, therefore posted in the Central Services Building, 108 North Clinton Avenue, City Clerk’s Office, City Hall and the Times.  Anyone whose name is on the mailing list should receive a notice.

Formal action will take place at this meeting.
Adoption Of Agenda
President Campbell advised the Board there is only one item on the agenda, related to the Little League Afterschool Program.  She called for a motion to adopt.
Motion by Dr. Guzman and seconded by Mr. Shelton to adopt the agenda.

Agenda was adopted by all Board Members present.
ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
T. Missy Balmir
absent

Alexander Brown
absent
Lucy Guzman
  X

Elizabeth Johnson
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton
  X

Marcellus Smith
absent

Nicola Tatum 
absent

L. Diane Campbell
  X
BOARD APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Superintendent’s Recommendations:

Finance & Facilities – FACILITIES REPORT
President Campbell asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda:
BE IT RESOLVED: that the Board of Education upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools approves Community Organizations to use Trenton Board of Education Facilities. 
	ORGANIZATION/DEPT.
	DATE
	DAY
	FACILITY
	LOCATION
	TIME
	PERMIT
	MTG
	PROG
	Prof         Dev
	Recre
	Other

	South Trenton Little League - Reg & Training
	10/09 - 3/09
	Tues & Thurs
	Mott
	Gym
	5:30pm-7pm
	3790
	 
	 
	 
	x
	 


Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Luna to approve the Facilities Report.  Facilities Report was approved by all Board Members present. 

ROLL CALL 

YES

NO

ABSTAIN
T. Missy Balmir
absent


Alexander Brown
absent

Lucy Guzman
  X

Elizabeth Johnson
  X
Harry Luna

  X
Donald O. Shelton
  X

Marcellus Smith
absent

Nicola Tatum 
absent

L. Diane Campbell
  X
Discussion and Public Participation
Mr. Shelton asked for clarification on whether the item approved was for all District facilities, and Ms. Howard answered that this special meeting was called to approve the use of Mott School only.  Mr. Shelton asked if another special meeting would be required if other organizations wish to use our facilities.  Ms. Howard said she had advised Mr. Everett Collins, Executive Director of Buildings & Grounds, that any fee waivers must be decided during Buildings & Grounds committee meetings.  The information will be provided to Ms. Howard so it can be included with the permit.  The reason for the special meeting today is due to the short time frame before the program starts.  The item needs approval prior to the next regular meeting on January 26.
Ms. Cordelia Staton, City and Community Liaison, thanked the Board for providing the fee waiver for the South Trenton Little League because they work on a tight budget and try to keep their registration fees to a reasonable cost so more children can participate.  The payment of a facility fee would be a hardship to the organization.  Ms. Staton asked if the Board would keep this in mind when considering future fee waivers for any non-profit groups.  She observed that the District buildings are supposed to be accessible to the community, and the assessment of a fee would send a confusing message to the public.
Dr. Campbell stated the Board would keep this under consideration on future fee waivers, and she asked that we keep track of the costs involved in opening the schools to community groups, and find ways to share those expenses.  She said this is a way the District can show outwardly that it cares about kids.

Ms. Howard observed it is important that the City works together with the District because we are only provided funds for operating the buildings during regular school hours.  Any after hours’ use of electricity, heating, etc. takes away funds from the students’ education.
Dr. Guzman felt that if the children do not have healthy outlets for their afterschool time, it will end up costing more to address future resulting problems.
Dr. Campbell asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Luna to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor 0 opposed 0 abstentions.
ADJOURN  9:05 a.m.
Respectfully submitted
Jayne S. Howard
Jayne S. Howard
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
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