Trenton Board of Education

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08609

Board Conference Meeting Minutes


Monday – January 23, 2006

Call to Order
Bernard McMullan, Ph.D., Board President called the meeting to order.

Pledge of Allegiance

Bernard McMullan, Ph.D., Board President led the salute to the flag.

Roll Call
Present:

Abdul Malik-Ali

Geraldine Eure – arrived at 7:40

Garry R. Feltus

Joyce M. Kersey

Lucy Guzman

Robert M. Revelle

Donald O. Shelton

Gregory E. Williams

Bernard McMullan

Student Board Member – Anthony Harris - Absent

New Jersey Sunshine Law
Patricia McNeal-Rhoden read the Sunshine Law

Adoption of Agenda
Motioned by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Feltus to adopt the January 23, 2006 agenda.

Amendments to the Consent Agenda:

Cabinet Member Nancy Swirsky pulled Item C-15; a proposal for Superintendent Search added it to the Executive Session Agenda.

Motioned by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Revelle to accept the amendment to the January 23, 2006 Agenda.

All were in favor for adopting January 23, 2006 Agenda with the amendment to pull C-15, the proposal for the Superintendent Search and place it on the Executive Session Agenda.

Public Comments

Mustapha Mohammad, Debra Marshall, Aretha Perry, Shirley Austin, Robert Hollingshead, Emerson Simmons, Zessie Chambless, and James Fouse express concern on sending kids to the contaminated school at Jefferson Elementary.  They felt and said that the district should educate not contaminate.

James Fouse addressed the Board concerning:

1.
Congratulated Board members for a wonderful job they are doing and hoped to they stay on course.

2. 
He felt that most of the Board members are in sync with the community...
3.
Expressed concerns and warned the Board members about the possible kick backs.

5. 
He felt that all children should go to school under one roof and not have special schools for individual cultures.

6.
 He asked that the Jefferson School get torn down and demolished.  
Board President Bernard McMullan would like to address two issues about Mr. Fouse’s comments. 

1. No one at the board would take any bribes. 

2. There are positions that people take that may be agreed or disagreed on and through healthy conversations the Board can see what the options are and then deal with them.

Superintendent Comment
Dr. Lytle responded on a few things said by the public regarding Jefferson Elementary School. 

· The district will not accept a new school on a contaminated site and will not permit the building to be occupied. 

· The Board has been consistent that they want the building demolished and the entire property cleaned up. 

· The Board has yet to discuss where the students from overcrowded facilities will be placed; the Board will discuss this matter at the February 13, 2006 Board Conference meeting.

· Leasing the Holy Angels school is costing the Board over a million dollars a year.

· For the main issues, the district needs to get a timetable agreed upon by all parties as to when demolition will occur, when the site clean-up will be finished, and when new construction will begin.

· One misrepresentation around who pays to clean up the contamination around this whole situation is that the taxpayers will cover the cost; it should be the responsibility of people who committed the errors and not the taxpayers.

Dr. Lytle announced that beginning on February 2, 2006; administration will be conducting a weekly series of presentations/seminars every Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. for parents, staff members, and community members.  It should help them understand the complex policies and procedures that affect how schools operate and how students are provided opportunities to learn and to meet Board, State and Federal expectations.

Board Member Comments

Board President, Bernard McMullan, thanked the Board and Vice President of the Board Robert Revelle for carrying out the supervision of the January 9, 2006 board meeting.

Board Member Joyce M. Kersey responded to the comments made by the public. She stated that the Board is well aware of what they are dealing with.  She stated that they do not like the situation either, but what is needed is respect for one another and to be able to communicate better.

Board Member Dr. Ali responded that he liked the passion that the public displayed; and asked that they do not make the Board their enemies. The Board has no control of the money, who comes to do repairs, or anything else.  He stated that all the Board can do is voice their concerns.

Board Member Mr. Shelton suggested that prior to coming to the Board one should know the true facts, and in addition to confronting the Trenton Board of Education they should also confront their councilmen, and legislators to include the Governor of New Jersey.

Board Member Mr. Williams thanked Ms. Kersey for her words regarding the Board’s defense.  He spoke on his concerns about the Jefferson School and who is responsible for the contamination.  He stated on behalf of the Board that they felt that the people responsible for bringing in the contaminated soil should cover the cost to clean it up; and, there is only one option that the Board agrees on and that is to tear the building down and clean up the contamination underneath and all round the area.

Dr. Lytle announced that there is a Facilities Advisory Board meeting this Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m. in the Trenton Board of Education Auditorium. Both representatives of Administration and construction Management Company will speak regarding the status of all the construction projects in the City of Trenton.

Action Items 
E-2.1.7 Visual and Performing Arts
Motioned by Mr. Shelton, seconded by Mr. Revelle to approve the report on E-2.1.6 Visual and Performing Arts.  All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to approve E-2.1.6 Visual and Performing Arts Report.

Executive Limitation Calendar
Motioned by Mr. Revelle, seconded by Mr. Shelton to approve the revised Executive Limitation Calendar, 8 in favor; 0 opposed; 1 abstention by Gregory E. Williams.

E-3 Citizenship

Motioned by Mr. Revelle; seconded by Ms. Kersey to approve E-3 Citizenship report.

All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to approve the report.

Action On The Consent Agenda Items
Minutes for December 

Motioned by Ms. Eure, seconded by Mr. Revelle to Table Board Conference and Regular Board Minutes.  All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to Table the December 2005, Minutes.

School Improvement Agenda
Motioned by Mr. Revelle, seconded by Ms. Kersey to approve the School Improvement Agenda.  All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions.  

Human Resources Agenda

Motioned by Mr. Shelton, seconded by Mr. Williams to approve the Human Resources Agenda.  All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to adopt January 23, 2006 Agenda.

ROLL CALL 


YES

NO
ABSTAIN
Abdul-Malik Ali


x

Geraldine Eure


x

Garry R. Feltus


x

Lucy Guzman



x

Joyce M. Kersey


x

Robert M. Revelle


x

Donald O. Shelton


x

Gregory E. Williams

x

Bernard McMullan


x

Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects
Motioned by Mr. William, seconded by Mr. Revelle to approve the Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects Agenda.  All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to approve the Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects Agenda.  

Board Member Mr. Revelle pulled Attachment C-24 concerning demographic study for further discussion because he believed that the Business Administration did not come to terms on the contract. Board members were supposed to get interviewed for the demographic study yet have not met those terms.

Motioned by Mr. Revelle, seconded by Ms. Kersey to approve pulling Attachment C-24,

All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to Table C-24.

Motioned by Mr. Williams, seconded by Ms. Kersey to approve the Finance/Facilities/Capital Projects Agenda with amendment.  All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to approve the Agenda with amendment.

Motioned to adjourn by Dr. Ali, seconded by Mr. Feltus at 8:10 p.m. to Executive Session

Adjourned
Motioned by Dr. Ali, seconded by Mr. Revelle to go into Open Public Meeting at 9:15 p.m.

Open Public Meeting
Motioned by Ms. Eure, seconded by Dr. Ali to approve Attachment C-15, the Approval of a request for proposal (RFP) for Consultant Services for a Trenton Superintendent Search.  All in favor 0 oppose 0 abstentions.
Motioned by Board President to adjourn the Public Meeting at 9:30 p.m.  All were in favor.
Adjournment

Respectfully

Patricia Mc Neal-Rhoden

Assistant Board Secretary
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