Trenton Board of Education

108 North Clinton Avenue

Trenton, New Jersey 08611
Board Conference Meeting Minutes
Monday – January 9, 2006


Call to Order

Robert M. Revelle, Vice President, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Robert M. Revelle led the salute to the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call

Board members present were: Dr. Abdul-Malik Ali, Geraldine Eure, Esq., Garry Feltus, Joyce M. Kersey, Lucy Guzman, Donald O. Shelton, Robert M. Revelle, Vice President, and Gregory E. Williams, Esq.

Board member absent: Board President Bernard McMullan, Ph.D.
Anthony Harris, Student member – present.

Superintendent of Schools – Dr. James Lytle was present.

Sunshine Law was read by Patricia McNeal-Rhoden, Assistant Board Secretary.
Adoption of Agenda 
Ms. Kersey requested that “V” item A, 2004/05 Teacher Attendance/Substitute Utilization List and B, CHANGES Recommendations are removed and placed under “VI” in addition, pull Human Resource’s Addendum for Executive Session.
Ms. Swirsky pulled item C-15, RFP for a Superintendent search firm

for Executive Session. 
Motion by Dr. Ali, seconded by Mr. Shelton to adopt January 9, 2006 Agenda as amended.  All in favor; 0 opposed; 0 abstentions to adopt the January 9, 2006 agenda as amended.
Board member Gregory E. Williams, Esq. read the Memorial Resolution for Colonel Moses D. Smalls

Report on E-3 Citizenship
Ms. Klaus and Ms. Dawson gave the report on Citizenship and Ms. Klaus stated that they would focus on three indicators which were:
1. Participation of student government

2. Community Service

3. Internship

See attached report.
Report on E-2.1.6 Visual and Performing Arts
The report was presented by Maryann Klaus and Priscilla Dawson.  

Board members had some concerns about the visual arts program.  Their concerns were: 
1. How can it be incorporated or acknowledge as part of day to day instructional activities that our students are exposed to?

2. Is the district offering anything in terms of after school programs dealing with arts and music in elementary schools?
3. Has there been any type of analysis of whether or not block scheduling is the problem with courses?
4. Do you have ample resources when it comes to instruments?
Board member Gregory E. Williams stated that he felt that it is important to have more instruments in elementary schools.” He felt that the more students who get involved in any type of sport or activity in elementary should have a better chance in succeeding in high school. 

See attached report.

Superintendent Comments

Dr. Lytle informed the Board that there will be a community open house at Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School on Wednesday, January 18, 2006 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. sponsored by SCC and not the Board and that he had notices that were going out to the Board, schools and community.
Board member Gregory E. Williams felt that the Board should not distribute any notices that concern meetings that SCC is involved in due to the fact that the district is in litigations with SCC.  The Board had an extensive discussion concerning this issue.
Motioned by Mr. Williams, seconded by Ms. Kersey for not distributing the notice for a SCC meeting to be held on January 18, 2006. 
Eight in favor; 0 opposed; Ms. Eure abstained for not engaging in distributing the notice for the SCC meeting to be held on January 18, 2006.
Board Member Comment
Change Coalition – Lucy Guzman pointed out the concerns on the Change Coalition and the response from Administration concerning bilingual teachers.  Her concerns were:

1. The district needs to plan to hire a recruiter for bilingual teachers.

2. Incomplete recommendations for the Hispanic sections.
3. Need to discuss the long and short term for the recommendations.
4. She would like to see the recommendation sections filled out prior to the next CHANGE meeting on Saturday.
Board member Donald Shelton expressed concern that a student attending Trenton Central High School stated in a letter that more security is needed at the school.  And, that the security that is presently there needs to be more visible.  Mr. Shelton felt that something should be done about this situation.
In addition, Board member Donald O. Shelton, expressed disappointment in how the Trenton Times news paper handled a statement by a substitute teacher who lives in Princeton, NJ and felt the need to make a statement concerning the contaminated site at MLK/Jefferson School that implied the Board was handling the situation all wrong.  The teacher felt and expressed that the contamination was not as serious as the Board felt.  The Board felt strongly that the Trenton Times owed them an apology for publishing such an unprincipled statement.
8:45 p.m. Motion by Gregory E. Williams, seconded by Geraldine Eure to adjourn into Executive Session.
Open Public Meeting 9:30 p.m.

Richard Shapiro, Esq. – Approval of an increase to contract for $25,000 and Payment for MWW via Richard Shapiro, Esq. 

Motioned by Gregory E. Williams, seconded by Dr. Ali to increase Richard Shapiro, Esq.’s contract for $25,000 and MWW’s contract through Richard Shapiro for $10,000.   

0 opposed, Garry R. Feltus abstained.  The full Board present approved the increases.
Adjournment
Respectfully,
Patricia McNeal-Rhoden

Assistant Board Secretary
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