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Getting Started With TechPaths ™
This application is web based, which means you may use it anywhere that you can sign on to the Web using Internet Explorer.  To keep your account secure we suggest you periodically change you password. 

 

STEP 1 – Open Internet Explorer.

 

STEP 2 – Type in your address. http://trenton.nj.techpaths.com/
 

A box will open asking you for your user name and password.
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STEP 3 – Type in the username  - the 1st 3 letters of your first name and your last name (no space)

Password – is the same
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The first time you log in you’ll be asked to enter a password.  You will also be asked to provide a question and answer that will help you if you forget password.
NOTE:

User names and passwords will not case sensitive.

 .
STEP 4 – Enter your e-mail address, if you wish.

STEP 5 – Click on Continue

 

The home page will appear. It will contain a welcome message, your name, a [image: image4.jpg]B —
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Tip of the Day,and any important announcements from TechPaths.

 

STEP 6 – Use the drop down and select the course in which you wish to map.

 

 The window will refresh and your map for the year will appear. 
Navigating the Workspace
                                                  

Your workspace is viewed by the month you are working in.  It is easy to move from month to month.  You may view your year’s landscape map by viewing a report. 
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You will notice that the map defaults to the current month.
 

You may move from month to month by clicking on the name of the month (listed above your workspace) you wish to work in.
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very descriptive.  You might want to use it.

The Menu also allows you to click on Reports and choose Landscape Map.   

 

An Adobe Acrobat report will open giving you your complete map for the year.

 

You may print it. 
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“Blue School Houses” are locks.  These locked items cannot be changed or removed.  N
Maps can also be viewed landscaped. 
Creating Lessons – Reminder – To “Save” information – ALWAYS USE:  add to unit!
You may add lessons either by creating a new one or searching for an existing one.

 

To create a new lesson:
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STEP 1 - Click on the arrow in the gray strip under the Lesson column.
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A drop down box will open.

STEP 2 - Click New.

 

An Add Lesson box will open.

 

STEP 3 – Type the name of the lesson.

 

Be certain to use a keyword that you or your colleagues will recognize when you will be using the search feature.

 

STEP 4 – Use the pull down menu to choose the Level of lesson you are making.

 

STEP 5 – In the drop down menu next to Time choose the length of time you think the lesson will take.

 

STEP 6 – Set a Start Date: and an End Date: in the drop down boxes.

 

The Objective tab defaults to blue to indicate it is active.

 

STEP 7 – Click in the box below the Objective tab. A typing cursor appears. 

 

STEP 8 –  Type or cut-and-paste your objectives.  

STEP 9 – Repeat steps 6, 7, and 8 for the remaining tabs.  

 
STEP 10 - Click Add to Unit
STEP 11 - Logout
  

Glossary of Terms Commonly Used In TechPaths
Alignment - Making certain that there is agreement of purpose between the essential questions, content, skills, assessments and the standards adopted by the district.

Content - Identified content that we expect students to know by the end of a given unit of instruction. Content is directly linked to standards and benchmarks  Content is usually entered as nouns.

Essential Questions - Over-arching questions that focus on either big ideas and concepts or major themes with regard to curriculum content. These questions focus the students thinking.

Lesson - Descriptions of the instructional activities a teacher designs to prepare students for success with regard to the assessment targets. The concept of "planning backwards" suggests that you start your design work with the assessment targets and tasks fully described. Once that is accomplished, you design your lessons so students are fully instructed around the content and skills that will be called for in those assessments. It is a reverse of the model that asked for lesson plans and then later for assessment designs. The "backward planning" provides a clear lens for examining your instructional time to make certain that it is purposeful toward benchmarks and standards. 
Map -Method for planning for the classroom based on a calendar sequence from month to month that describes the scope of what is taught in terms of essential questions, content, skills as well as the demonstrations of student learning (assessments)

Skills - Identified skills that we expect students to be able to do by the end of a given period of time.  These skills are directly connected to the particular content within a period of time.  However, the skills are likely to be associated with many content areas, since skills are always being learned and reinforced.  The map should focus on the specific skills that are connected with the specific content that has been designated.  Skills begin with verbs.

Standards - Statements that reflect the larger outcomes that we expect all students to be able to demonstrate before they leave our school. Most State Departments of Education have already established standards. Districts often add to those standards based on their local needs.


Example:


Intro. – 1st use


Dev. – already introduced but continuing


Rein. – Already taught now Spiraling


Challeng. – extending lesson.
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